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Abstract

Gulma is a complex and multifaceted disease described extensively in Ayurvedic literature, particularly by Acharya
Charaka in the Charaka Samhita. It encompasses various abdominal tumors or masses that arise due to the vitiation
of doshas, leading to obstruction and stagnation within the body. This article aims to provide a comprehensive
analysis of Gulma as per Acharya Charaka’s teachings, correlating the ancient Ayurvedic concepts with modern
medical understanding of abdominal masses, tumors, and related gastrointestinal disorders. By bridging traditional
wisdom with contemporary science, the article highlights the relevance of Ayurvedic principles in today’s medical
landscape.
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Introduction

Ayurveda, the ancient Indian system of medicine, offers profound insights into the understanding and management of
various diseases. One such condition is Gulma, a term used to describe a group of disorders characterized by the
formation of palpable abdominal masses with accompanying symptoms. Acharya Charaka, one of the principal
contributors to Ayurvedic texts, provides an in-depth exposition on Gulma in the Chikitsa Sthana of the Charaka

Samhita.

Gulma is considered a significant disorder due to its chronic nature and the complexity involved in its diagnosis and
treatment. The term “Gulma” is derived from the Sanskrit root “gul,” meaning “to accumulate or cluster,” signifying
the formation of a mass or lump. It is often associated with severe pain, digestive disturbances, and systemic
manifestations.

In modern medicine, abdominal masses can result from a variety of causes, including neoplasms (both benign and
malignant), cysts, organomegaly, and other pathological growths. Conditions like gastrointestinal tumors, uterine
fibroids, ovarian cysts, and splenomegaly share similarities with the descriptions of Gulma in Ayurvedic texts.

This article delves into the Ayurvedic concept of Gulma as presented by Acharya Charaka, examining its etiology,
pathogenesis, clinical features, classification, and management. Furthermore, it seeks to establish correlations with
modern medical understanding, enhancing the appreciation of Ayurveda’s holistic approach to complex diseases.

Etiology (Nidana) of Gulma

Ayurvedic Perspective

Acharya Charaka identifies various causative factors leading to the development of Gulma, primarily involving the
vitiation of the three doshas—Vata, Pitta, and Kapha. The etiological factors can be categorized as follows:

1. Dietary Factors:
Improper Diet (Ahara):

Consumption of dry (Ruksha), cold (Sheeta), and rough (Khara) foods.
Overeating or irregular eating habits.
Intake of incompatible foods (Viruddha Ahara).
Excessive consumption of pungent, sour, salty, and spicy foods.

2. Lifestyle Factors:
Suppression of Natural Urges (Vega Dharana):

Suppressing urges like defecation, urination, flatulence, vomiting, and others.
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Excessive Physical Activity:
Overexertion and strenuous exercises beyond one’s capacity.

Psychological Stress:
Excessive grief, fear, anxiety, and emotional disturbances.

Irregular Sleep Patterns:
Lack of proper rest and sleep.

3. External Factors:
Physical Trauma:

Injury to the abdominal region.
Environmental Factors:

Exposure to extreme weather conditions.
4. Specific to Women:

Menstrual Irregularities:
Suppression of menstrual flow.

Gynecological Factors:
Improper management of postpartum period.
Use of unwholesome vaginal treatments.

Pathogenesis (Samprapti)

The pathogenesis of Gulma involves a complex interplay of doshas leading to the formation of an abdominal mass:

1. Vitiation of Vata Dosha:
Due to the aforementioned factors, Vata becomes aggravated and moves erratically within the body.
Vata causes obstruction and constriction in the channels ( Srotas), especially in the abdomen.

2. Involvement of Pitta and Kapha Doshas:
Vata vitiates Pitta and Kapha, leading to their aggravation.
The aggravated doshas accumulate and stagnate in specific sites, contributing to mass formation.

3. Formation of Gulma:
The combination of vitiated doshas leads to the development of a mass in the abdomen.
The mass may be mobile or fixed, and it can cause various systemic symptoms.

Modern Correlation

In modern medicine, the etiological factors for abdominal masses include:

1. Dietary and Lifestyle Factors:
Poor dietary habits leading to gastrointestinal disturbances.
Sedentary lifestyle contributing to obesity and hormonal imbalances.

2. Psychological Stress:
Chronic stress affecting hormonal balance and immune function.

3. Physical Trauma:
Injuries leading to hematomas or organ damage.

4. Gynecological Factors in Women:
Hormonal imbalances causing conditions like uterine fibroids and ovarian cysts.
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Menstrual irregularities affecting reproductive organs.
5. Neoplastic Processes:

Benign and malignant tumors arising from various abdominal organs.

Classification of Gulma

Acharya Charaka classifies Gulma based on the predominant dosha involved:

1. Vataja Gulma (Vata Predominant):
Caused primarily by aggravated Vata dosha.
Symptoms include severe pain, constipation, and dryness.

2. Pittaja Gulma (Pitta Predominant):
Resulting from vitiated Pitta dosha.
Associated with burning sensations, fever, and irritability.

3. Kaphaja Gulma (Kapha Predominant):
Due to aggravated Kapha dosha.
Characterized by heaviness, lethargy, and dull pain.

4. Tridoshaja Gulma (Involvement of All Three Doshas):
A combination of Vata, Pitta, and Kapha doshas.
Symptoms are severe and complex, often difficult to treat.

5. Raktaja Gulma (Blood-related):
Specific to women, involving the disturbance of Rakta dhatu (blood tissue).
Associated with menstrual irregularities and gynecological symptoms.

Locations of Gulma

Gulma can develop in five primary locations within the abdomen:

1. Hrudaya (Heart Region)
2. Udar (Abdomen)
3. Nabhi (Navel Region)
4. Basti (Bladder/Pelvic Region)
5. Parshva (Flanks/Sides of the Abdomen)

Modern Correlation

Modern medicine classifies abdominal masses based on:

1. Origin:
Gastrointestinal Tract: Tumors of the stomach, intestines, colon.
Hepatobiliary System: Liver tumors, gallbladder masses.
Genitourinary System: Renal masses, bladder tumors.
Reproductive Organs: Uterine fibroids, ovarian cysts.

2. Nature of the Mass:
Benign: Non-cancerous growths like lipomas, fibroids.
Malignant: Cancerous tumors such as carcinomas, sarcomas.
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3. Systemic Conditions:
Organomegaly: Enlargement of organs like the liver (hepatomegaly), spleen (splenomegaly).
Inflammatory Conditions: Abscesses, inflammatory masses.

Clinical Features (Lakshana) of Gulma

Vataja Gulma

Symptoms:
Severe, sharp abdominal pain.
Distension and bloating.
Constipation or obstruction of stool and gas.
Dryness of mouth and body.
Emaciation and weakness.
Aggravation of symptoms during digestion (post-meal).

Characteristics of the Mass:
Hard, mobile, and irregular in shape.
Pain increases with pressure.

Pittaja Gulma

Symptoms:
Burning sensation in the abdomen.
Fever and excessive thirst.
Yellowish discoloration of skin and eyes.
Irritability and anger.
Digestive disturbances with sour belching.

Characteristics of the Mass:
Soft and tender.
Associated with inflammation and heat.

Kaphaja Gulma

Symptoms:
Heaviness and dull pain in the abdomen.
Loss of appetite and indigestion.
Nausea and vomiting.
Lethargy and excessive sleep.
Feeling of coldness.

Characteristics of the Mass:
Large, firm, and immobile.
Smooth surface.

Raktaja (Stri Gulma)
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Specific to Women:
Irregular or absent menstruation.
Pain in the lower abdomen and pelvic region.
Mass associated with gynecological symptoms.
Resembles pregnancy signs but without a fetus.

Tridoshaja Gulma

Symptoms:
Severe and mixed symptoms of all doshas.
Intense pain, fever, emaciation.
Difficult to treat and poor prognosis.

Modern Correlation

Vataja Gulma:
Intestinal Obstructions: Adhesions, volvulus, or strictures causing severe pain and constipation.

Pittaja Gulma:
Inflammatory Masses: Appendicitis, diverticulitis, or abscesses presenting with pain and fever.

Kaphaja Gulma:
Benign Tumors: Lipomas or fibroids causing heaviness and dull pain.

Raktaja Gulma:
Gynecological Conditions: Uterine fibroids, endometriosis, or ovarian cysts leading to menstrual
irregularities and pelvic masses.

Tridoshaja Gulma:
Advanced Malignancies: Cancerous tumors with systemic symptoms like weight loss, fever, and
severe pain.

Diagnosis (Pariksha) of Gulma

Ayurvedic Approach

1. Inspection (Darshana):
Observing the abdominal contour and any visible masses.
Noting skin discoloration and visible veins.

2. Palpation (Sparshana):
Feeling the abdomen to assess the size, shape, consistency, mobility, and tenderness of the mass.

3. Interrogation (Prashna):
Detailed history of dietary habits, lifestyle, psychological factors, and menstrual history in women.
Inquiring about associated symptoms like pain, digestion, bowel movements.

4. Examination of Vital Parameters:
Pulse diagnosis (Nadi Pariksha) to assess doshic involvement.

Modern Diagnostic Methods
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1. Physical Examination:
Inspection, palpation, percussion, and auscultation of the abdomen.

2. Imaging Studies:
Ultrasound: First-line imaging for abdominal masses.
CT Scan and MRI: Detailed imaging to determine the nature and extent of the mass.
Endoscopy: Visualizing the gastrointestinal tract internally.

3. Laboratory Tests:
Blood Tests: Complete blood count, liver function tests, tumor markers.
Biopsy: Histopathological examination to diagnose neoplastic conditions.

4. Gynecological Examination:
Pelvic Ultrasound: For women with pelvic masses.
Hormonal Assessments: Evaluating reproductive hormones.

Treatments for Gulma Mentioned in the Given Shlokas

Gulma is a complex disorder characterized by the formation of palpable abdominal masses due to the vitiation of
doshas, mainly Vata, along with Pitta and Kapha. The provided shlokas are from the Charaka Samhita, specifically the
chapter on Gulma Chikitsa (treatment of Gulma). Acharya Charaka offers detailed insights into the management of
Gulma, emphasizing individualized treatment based on the predominant dosha, the patient’s strength, and the nature
of the disease.

Below is a comprehensive summary of the treatments for Gulma as mentioned in the given shlokas, organized for
clarity and ease of understanding.

1. General Treatment Principles

A. Snehana (Oleation Therapy)

Purpose: To pacify aggravated Vata dosha by lubricating the body internally and externally.
Application:

Internal Oleation: Consumption of medicated oils and ghee.
External Oleation: Abhyanga (oil massage) using warm oils.

Shloka References:

Verses 21-22:
“Baddhaviṇmārutaṁ snēhairāditaḥ samupācarēt…”

Emphasizes starting treatment with oleation for Vataja Gulma, especially when there is constipation and
severe pain.

B. Swedana (Sudation Therapy)

Purpose: To relieve stiffness, pain, and facilitate the movement of doshas by inducing sweating.
Application:

Fomentation Methods: Steam therapy, warm poultices, hot baths.
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Shloka References:

Verses 22-23:
“Snigdhasya bhiṣajā svēdaḥ kartavyō gulmaśāntayē…”

Advises administering sudation after oleation to alleviate Gulma.

C. Basti (Medicated Enema Therapy)

Purpose: To cleanse the colon, balance Vata, and remove obstructions.
Types:

Anuvasana Basti: Oil-based enema.
Niruha Basti: Decoction-based enema.

Shloka References:

Verse 24:
“Snēhapānaṁ hitaṁ gulmē viśēṣēṇōrdhvanābhijē…”

Suggests the use of enemas, especially when Gulma is located below the navel.
Verses 100-102:

“Bastikarma paraṁ vidyād gulmaghnaṁ taddhi mārutam…”

Highlights the importance of Basti in treating Gulma of Vata origin.

D. Anulomana (Regulation of Vata)

Purpose: To facilitate the downward movement of Vata, relieving constipation and gas.
Application:

Use of mild laxatives and carminatives.

Shloka References:

Verse 25:
“Br̥ṁhaṇānyannapānāni snigdhōṣṇāni prayōjayēt…”

Recommends nourishing, warm, and unctuous foods to promote proper digestion and Vata movement.

E. Use of Medicated Ghee (Ghrita)

Purpose: To pacify doshas, nourish tissues, and act as a medium for herbal medications.
Application:

Preparation of various Ghritas infused with specific herbs.

Shloka References:

Verses 65-75:
Describes several medicated ghee preparations beneficial for different types of Gulma.

2. Treatment of Vataja Gulma

A. Oleation and Sudation
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Application:
Administer internal oleation with medicated oils and ghee.
Follow with sudation therapies.

Shloka References:

Verses 21-23:
Advises starting with oleation and sudation to manage Vataja Gulma.

B. Basti (Enema Therapy)

Application:
Use of oil and decoction enemas to balance Vata and remove obstructions.

Shloka References:

Verses 24, 100-102:
Emphasizes the role of Basti in treating Vataja Gulma.

C. Administration of Medicated Oils and Ghees

Formulations:
Tryushana Ghrita:

Ingredients: Trikatu (Pippali, Maricha, Shunthi), Triphala, Dhanyaka, Vidanga, Chitraka.
Hingusauvarcaladi Ghrita:

Ingredients: Hing, Saindhava, Ajaji, Bidanga, Dipyaka, etc.

Shloka References:

Verses 65-70:
Provides recipes for Ghritas effective in Vataja Gulma.

D. Dietary Recommendations

Foods to Include:
Warm, unctuous, and easily digestible foods.
Meat soups of birds like Kukkuta (chicken), Mayura (peacock), Tittira (partridge).

Shloka References:

Verses 110-112:
Recommends appropriate diet for Vataja Gulma patients.

3. Treatment of Pittaja Gulma

A. Virechana (Purgation Therapy)

Purpose: To eliminate excess Pitta from the body.
Application:
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Use of purgative herbs and formulations.

Shloka References:

Verses 31, 34-35:
Advises purgation using Snigdha (unctuous) and Anulomana (downward-moving) herbs.

B. Use of Cooling Herbs and Formulations

Medicated Ghees:
Rohinyadi Ghrita:

Ingredients: Rohini, Katuka, Nimba, Madhuka, Triphala.
Trayamana Ghrita:

Ingredients: Trayamana, Mustha, Durva, Amalaki, Utpala.

Shloka References:

Verses 114-121:
Details the preparation of medicated ghees for Pittaja Gulma.

C. Dietary Recommendations

Foods to Include:
Cooling, sweet, and Pitta-pacifying foods like Shali rice, Jangala meat, Ghee, Milk, Kharjura (dates),
Draksha (raisins).

Shloka References:

Verses 132-136:
Suggests appropriate diet for Pittaja Gulma patients.

4. Treatment of Kaphaja Gulma

A. Vamana (Emesis Therapy)

Purpose: To eliminate excess Kapha from the body.
Application:

Inducing vomiting using specific emetic herbs.

Shloka References:

Verse 137:
Recommends Vamana for Kaphaja Gulma when the mass has become softened through oleation and
sudation.

B. Use of Laxatives and Purgatives

Application:
Administration of strong purgatives to cleanse the system.
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Shloka References:

Verses 53, 152-153:
Advises the use of Trivrit (Operculina turpethum) and Triphala for purgation.

C. Use of Heating and Pungent Herbs

Herbal Formulations:
Dashamuli Ghrita:

Ingredients: Dashamula, Hing, Bidanga, Dadima.
Bhallataka Ghrita:

Ingredients: Bhallataka (marking nut), Pippali, Saindhava, Hing, Chitraka.

Shloka References:

Verses 142-146:
Provides recipes for medicated ghees effective in Kaphaja Gulma.

D. Dietary Recommendations

Foods to Include:
Light, dry, and Kapha-pacifying foods.
Yusha (thin soups) of Mudga (green gram), Bilva (wood apple), Varuna.

Shloka References:

Verses 164-168:
Suggests dietary measures for Kaphaja Gulma patients.

5. Use of Specific Herbal Formulations

A. Medicated Ghees (Ghrita)

Formulations for Vataja Gulma:
Tryushana Ghrita
Hingusauvarcaladi Ghrita
Hapusha Ghrita

Formulations for Pittaja Gulma:
Rohinyadi Ghrita
Trayamana Ghrita
Amalaki Ghrita
Drakshadi Ghrita

Formulations for Kaphaja Gulma:
Dashamuli Ghrita
Bhallataka Ghrita
Kshira Shatpalaka Ghrita
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Shloka References:

Verses 65-75, 114-148:
Details the preparation and uses of various medicated ghees.

B. Herbal Powders and Pills (Churna and Gutika)

Hingwadi Churna and Gutika:
Ingredients: Hing, Trikatu, Ajaji, Chitraka, Bidanga, Saindhava, etc.
Used for digestive stimulation and relief of abdominal pain.

Shloka References:

Verses 76-90:
Describes the preparation and administration of these formulations.

6. External Therapies

A. Upanaha (Poultices)

Purpose: To reduce pain and inflammation of the Gulma mass.
Application:

Application of warm poultices made with herbs and grains.

Shloka References:

Verses 138-141:
Explains the method of applying poultices and fomentation.

7. Lifestyle and Dietary Modifications

A. Avoidance of Causative Factors

Recommendations:
Avoid suppressing natural urges.
Refrain from consuming aggravating foods and behaviors.

Shloka References:

Verse 188:
Emphasizes the importance of avoiding causative factors.

B. Maintaining Digestive Fire (Agni)

Purpose: To ensure proper digestion and metabolism.
Application:

Consumption of digestive stimulants.
Regular eating habits.
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Shloka References:

Verse 136:
Advises on maintaining Agni for the management of Gulma.

C. Diet Specific to Dosha

Vataja Gulma:
Warm, unctuous foods.
Meat soups, ghee, milk.

Pittaja Gulma:
Cooling, sweet foods.
Rice, milk, ghee, sweet fruits.

Kaphaja Gulma:
Light, dry foods.
Barley, honey, pungent spices.

8. Specific Treatments for Stri Gulma (Female Gulma)

A. Purificatory Therapies

Virechana (Purgation):
Use of purgatives to cleanse the reproductive system.

Shloka References:

Verses 172-173:
Recommends the use of Palasha Kshara along with oils and ghee for purgation.

B. Specific Herbal Preparations

Administration of Herbs:
Palasha Kshara, Sudha Kshira (lime water), Kaṭuka Matsya (bitter fish), etc., used to induce
menstrual flow and reduce the Gulma.

Shloka References:

Verses 174-176:
Details various formulations for Stri Gulma.

9. Use of Stronger Interventions

A. Surgical Interventions

Application:
In cases where the Gulma is suppurated (abscessed) and not responding to other treatments.
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Shloka References:

Verses 39-44:
Indicates the need for surgical intervention in certain cases.

B. Cauterization (Agni Karma)

Purpose: To destroy the mass when it is hard, immobile, and not responding to other treatments.

Shloka References:

Verses 55-56, 62-63:
Suggests the use of cauterization for stubborn Kaphaja Gulma.

10. Use of Kshara (Alkali Preparations)

Purpose: To dissolve and eliminate the Gulma mass, especially in Kaphaja Gulma.
Application:

Internal administration of alkali preparations.
Careful monitoring of patient’s strength and dosha balance.

Shloka References:

Verses 56-59:
Discusses the use of Kshara in the management of Gulma.

11. Management of Complications

A. Addressing Associated Symptoms

Constipation and Gas (Anaha):
Use of laxatives and carminatives.

Anorexia and Weak Digestion:
Administration of digestive stimulants.

Shloka References:

Verses 29-31:
Advises specific treatments based on symptoms.

B. Treating Mixed Dosha Gulma

Application:
Combination of therapies to address all involved doshas.

Shloka References:

Verse 64:

 

Click here to read this article online. © 2026 ayubha.com. All Rights Reserved.

https://ayubha.com/article/a-comprehensive-review-on-treatment-of-gulma-according-to-acharya-charaka


ay
ub

ha
.co

m

Indicates the treatment approach for Gulma involving multiple doshas.

Conclusion

The treatments for Gulma mentioned in the given shlokas encompass a holistic approach, emphasizing:

Individualized Treatment: Tailoring therapies based on the predominant dosha and patient’s condition.
Sequential Therapies: Starting with oleation and sudation, followed by specific interventions.
Herbal Formulations: Use of medicated ghees, decoctions, powders, and pills prepared with potent herbs.
Diet and Lifestyle Modifications:  Adjusting diet and habits to support healing and prevent aggravation.
Addressing Complications: Managing associated symptoms and complications promptly.
Use of Stronger Interventions:  Employing surgical procedures or cauterization when necessary.

By adhering to these treatment protocols, practitioners aim to restore doshic balance, dissolve the Gulma mass,
alleviate symptoms, and promote overall health.

Modern Correlation

Management of abdominal masses in modern medicine includes:

1. Surgical Intervention:
Resection of Tumors: Removal of benign or malignant masses.
Debulking Surgery: Reducing tumor size when complete removal isn’t possible.

2. Pharmacological Treatment:
Chemotherapy and Radiation:  For malignant tumors.
Hormonal Therapy: In cases like uterine fibroids.

3. Symptomatic Management:
Pain Relief: Analgesics for abdominal pain.
Gastrointestinal Support: Laxatives for constipation, antiemetics for nausea.

4. Lifestyle Modifications:
Dietary Adjustments: Based on the underlying condition.
Psychological Support: Managing stress and emotional factors.

Prognosis (Sadhya-Asadhya)

Ayurvedic Perspective

Sadhya (Curable):
Gulma caused by single dosha involvement.
Early-stage disease with mild symptoms.
Patient with good strength and vitality.

Yapya (Manageable but Not Curable):
Involvement of two doshas.
Chronic cases that can be managed with ongoing treatment.

Asadhya (Incurable):
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Tridoshaja Gulma with severe symptoms.
Presence of complications like cachexia, ascites.
Gulma in patients with weak constitution.

Signs of Poor Prognosis:

Severe pain unresponsive to treatment.
Rapid enlargement of the mass.
Systemic symptoms like fever, weight loss.
Involvement of vital organs.

Modern Correlation

Favorable Prognosis:
Benign masses that are surgically removable.
Early-stage malignancies responsive to treatment.

Unfavorable Prognosis:
Advanced cancers with metastasis.
Inoperable tumors.
Poor patient health status.

Preventive Measures

Ayurvedic Guidelines

1. Dietary Regulations:
Consuming a balanced diet appropriate for one’s dosha.
Avoiding foods that aggravate Vata, Pitta, or Kapha.

2. Lifestyle Modifications:
Regular exercise suitable for one’s capacity.
Avoiding suppression of natural urges.
Maintaining regular sleep patterns.

3. Stress Management:
Practices like meditation, yoga, and pranayama.

4. Regular Detoxification:
Seasonal Panchakarma therapies to eliminate accumulated doshas.

Modern Recommendations

1. Healthy Diet:
High in fiber, rich in fruits and vegetables.
Limiting processed foods and excessive fats.

2. Regular Physical Activity:
Maintaining a healthy weight.
Promoting gastrointestinal motility.
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3. Avoiding Risk Factors:
Reducing alcohol and tobacco use.
Minimizing exposure to environmental toxins.

4. Routine Medical Check-ups:
Early detection of any abnormal growths.
Monitoring existing conditions.

Conclusion

Gulma, as elucidated by Acharya Charaka, represents a group of complex abdominal disorders resulting from the
interplay of various doshic imbalances. The detailed descriptions of etiology, pathogenesis, clinical features, and
treatment strategies reflect the depth of Ayurvedic understanding of systemic diseases.

The correlation with modern medical concepts demonstrates the timeless relevance of Ayurvedic principles. While the
terminologies and explanations differ, the fundamental recognition of the body’s response to internal and external
factors is remarkably similar.

Integrating Ayurvedic approaches with contemporary medical practices can offer a holistic framework for managing
abdominal masses and related conditions. Emphasizing individualized care, dietary and lifestyle modifications, and
addressing the root causes align with modern emphasis on patient-centered care.

By appreciating the strengths of both systems, healthcare providers can enhance patient outcomes, offering
comprehensive strategies that address not only the physical manifestations but also the underlying imbalances
contributing to the disease.
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